II.

Graduate Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 12, 2025
(The Bylaws prohibit representation by proxy.)

AGENDA

Reading, Correction and Approval of Minutes
(January 15, 2025)

Graduate Council Committee Reports

A. Appeals Committee
Committee Report (AnnaMarie Conner)

B. Program Committee
Committee Report (George Vellidis)

Since the last meeting of the Graduate Council, the Program Committee has
reviewed and approved four proposals via Microsoft Teams. The Program
Committee would like to bring the following action items to the Graduate Council
for its approval.

Action Item 1: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to
change the name of the Area of Emphasis under the Special Education M.A.T. and
M.Ed. from Special Education Adapted Curriculum and Autism to Adapted
Curriculum and Autism.

Action Item 2: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to
offer the English Education (M.A.T.) online.

Action Item 3: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to
terminate the Areas of Emphasis under the M.A.T. in Middle Grades Education.

Action Item 4: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to
terminate the interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate in Creativity and Innovation.

C. Policy and Planning Committee
Committee Report (Kelly Dyer)

Action Item 1: A proposed revision to the Cumulative Grade Point Average

requirement to clarify the policy for both degree-seeking and non-degree-seeking
graduate students.

Action Item 2: A proposed revision to the English proficiency test requirement time
limits.



I11. Information Items

A. Curriculum Report: Since our last meeting, the Graduate School has approved 31
new courses, 29 course revisions, and o deletions.

B. Next meeting: Wednesday, April 9, 3:30pm, 327 Brooks Hall

IV. Adjourn



ACADEMIC PROGRAM NAME CHANGE JUSTIFICATION FORM

Date: January 14, 2025

Department/Division: Communication Sciences and Special Education

School/College/Unit: Mary Frances Early College of Education

Proposed Effective Date: Summer 2025

Program (Major and Degree): Special Education (M.A.T.)
Special Education (M.Ed.)

PROGRAM NAME CHANGES:

Current Program Name:
Area of Emphasis in Special Education Adapted Curriculum and Autism

Proposed Program Name:
Area of Emphasis in Adapted Curriculum and Autism

JUSTIFICATION:

The department requests this change to remove duplicated information in the program name. Specifically,
part of the Area of Emphasis name is included in the degree names, Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.)
in Special Education and Master of Education (M.Ed.) in Special Education. For the Area of Emphasis
that falls under the M.A.T. and M.Ed. degrees in Special Education, the name should be “Adapted
Curriculum and Autism.” This naming is consistent with the Georgia Professional Standards
Commission’s certification area. The addition of “and Autism” reflects a particular disability which is a
focus of the faculty in this preparation program and a primary category of disability that teachers support
with this credential.
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TEL 706-542-6446 | FAX 706-542-0360
wwww._coe.uga.edu

Office of Academic Programs

TO: Dr. Ron Walcott, Dean of the Graduate School
Fiona Liken, Associate Vice President for Instryct] nd Registrar
FROM: Dr. Stacey Neuharth-Pritchett, Senior Asso n for emic Programs
DATE: February 24, 2025
RE: Online Degree Proposal — MAT in English Education, Online

Please find attached a proposal to offer the existing MAT in English Education as an online
program. The College of Education’s Curriculum Committee approved this proposal on
February 21, 2025.

An Eqgual Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution



PROPOSAL FOR AN ONLINE PROGRAM
Date: January 20, 2025
College/School: Mary Frances Early College of Education
Department/Division;: Language and Literacy Education (LLLED)

Program (Major and Degree): English Education, Master of Arts in Teaching

Will any approved areas of emphasis be offered under this major? No.

Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2026

1. Needs Assessment

Over several academic years, inquiries regarding the availability of an online version of
our Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) in English Education program have increased
steadily. These inquiries have been received by program faculty, our department head,
and the graduate coordinator. The online MAT is attractive to prospective students
across the state of Georgia. The overwhelming majority of our traditional MAT students
live in and around the Athens and metropolitan Atlanta area, while 90% of the inquiries
into an online MAT program are generated from across the state of Georgia. Notably,
district and school leaders from central and southeast Georgia have communicated a
keen interest in our online MAT in English Education for non-traditional educators
seeking licensure.

The online MAT presents a viable and more accessible option, not only for those
prospective students residing further away from the university, but also for those
individuals for whom the traditional course sequence might be constraining in terms of
employment and nonprofessional pursuits.

Although there is no shortage of online institutions soliciting prospective students, our
past and current students seek our nationally-ranked degree programs (US News and
World Report Secondary Curriculum ranking of 10" in the country) because of the
academic rigor, professionalism, and student-centered mission of the University of
Georgia. Our online MAT in English Education would broaden our network of school
partnerships across the state, simultaneously providing engaging opportunities for
innovative teaching, field research, and scholarship.

2. Admission Requirements
Admission requirements for the online MAT in English Education mirror the admission

requirements of the Athens campus-based MAT. Prospective students must submit a



resume/cv, unofficial transcripts, writing samples, and references. Prospective candidates
must have earned a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution. Candidates are
required to have a minimum 2.5 GPA on undergraduate or previous graduate work to meet
mandates from our state approval body, the Georgia Professional Standards Commission.
Applications are evaluated by a committee of program faculty members. Although the
program recommends at least a 2.5 undergraduate GPA, most applicants exceed that
threshold. Candidates whose undergraduate grades do not represent their future potential
should use the essay portions of the application to make their case for admission. The
GRE is not required for acceptance into this program. Admissions occur on a rolling basis,
with the first round of admissions being in April for a fall semester start.

3. Program Content

The basic curriculum of the online MAT program in English Education will be equivalent
to the currently approved, traditional MAT program in English Education. The criteria for
electives or substitutions for specific requirements will be equivalent online. Depending
upon the incoming student’s transcripts, they might be required to take additional requisite
English courses to meet program certification requirements. Below is the program of
study:

ONLINE Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) in English Education Planning Sheet

36-hour program — 12 graduate courses required
(Must complete program within six years)

Program of Study

Area Course No. & Title (all 3 hours)
Group I: Adolescent |.LLED 7400E Current Issues in Secondary English Education — 3 hours
Learners
(required; 3 courses, [EDSE 6030E linclusion of Students with Special Needs: Grades 6-12 — 3 hours
9 hours)

LLED 7430E Language and Literacies in Secondary English Education — 3 hours
Group II: English  |LLED 6200E Methods of Teaching English Education [ - 3 hours
Education Core
(required; 6 courses, |LLED 6410E Adolescent and Young Adult Literature for a Changing World—3 hours
18 hours)

LLED 6220E [Methods of Teaching English Education I1 - 3 hours

LLED 6400E Planning Instruction in Secondary English Education— 3 hours

LLED 7720E Teacher Inquiry in English/Language Arts — 3 hours

I.LED 7045E Special Topics in Language and Literacy Education (Topic:

Language and Languaging in English Education) — 3 hours




Group III: Field
Based Learning
(required; 3 courses,
9 graduate hours; 12
field hours)

[LLED 6210E English Education Practicum Seminar 1 — 3 credits
LLED 6230E [English Education Practicum Seminar II - 3 credits
[LI.LED 6240E English Education Practicum Seminar III - 3 credits




LLED 7465E Student Teaching in Secondary English Education — Spring semester — 3
hours (does not count toward 36 graduate hours)

4, Student Support Services

Students will be advised, virtually, by the English Education faculty. In addition, all
services available to our face-to-face students will be made available to students enrolled
in our online program. University student support services (CAPS, libraries, career
center, etc.) are communicated and shared with all students.

5. Resident Requirements
Residence requirements will be identical to those established for the authorized degree
program with residence at the approved location serving to meet that requirement.

6. Program Management

The online MAT in English Education will be managed by the program faculty for
English Education. A faculty Program Coordinator will support the daily facilitation of
program needs. All courses within the program of study are in the process of being
approved through the university’s CAPA system. Program faculty and part-time
instructors will teach these courses. Our aim is to attract a cohort of at least 10 students,
with the hope of growing enrollment over time.

Program Role Name Email

Faculty, Program Coordinator, Jamie Hogan, Clinical jjordanhogan(@uga.edu

BSED/MAT/MED, English Assistant Professor

Education

Faculty, Program Coordinator for Ryan Schey, Associate ryanschey(@uga.edu

PhD Programming, English Professor

Education

Faculty Kevin Burke, Professor burkekq@uga.edu

Faculty, Director of Clinical Practice | Sara Kajder, Clinical skajder@uga.edu
Professor

Admissions will be managed on a rolling basis for a fall semester start. Student Learning
Objectives (SLOs) for the online program will be reported in accordance with UGAs
required processes. Our program assessments mirror those already in place in the
face-to-face MAT program.

The timeline for the first iteration of the online MAT in English Education is as follows:
> Early Spring 2025: Program approval
> Early Spring 2025 (upon approval): Advertise degree program; Hold
informational and recruitment sessions
> Spring 2025: Application review and acceptance
> Fall 2025: First cohort begins



Schedule of Courses:

Fall I Spring I Summer Fall I Spring I
EDSE 6030e LLED 6200e LLED 6410e LLED 6220e LLED 7465¢
LLED 7400e LLED 6210e LLED 7045¢ LLED 6230e LLLED 6240e
LLED 7430e LLED 7720e LLED 6400e

There is no possible duplication with other programs in the immediate area.

7. Library and Laboratory Resources
Program faculty have reviewed existing library resources and other specialized resources
available to students online, and no deficiencies exist.

8. Budget

The online MAT in English Education will mirror the existing program which is
face-to-face. A number of courses have functional online variants based off of course
delivery during the pandemic. These courses have been submitted as e-courses
through CAPA. Funds will be requested for the development of the online degree
and certification program through the university's initiative to develop high-
demand graduate programs, should any funds be available. Current program
faculty will lead courses as part of their designated teaching loads. Part-time
instructors may be required, dependent upon course enrollment and stipulations
across various faculty teaching assignments. The proposed program will employ
current library resources and does not anticipate additional fees in the form of
library, laboratory, or other specialized facility resource requirements. Other than
time for faculty and teaching team members to co-construct online course content,
we do not anticipate any startup costs, special costs for the completion of the first
cycle of students, or any additional costs associated with future cycles of students.
Therefore, we submit this proposal with a $0 budget.

9. Program Costs Assessed to Students
Costs for completion of the online MAT in English Education are consistent with the
university’s established fee structure.

10. E-Rate
We will not seek an E-Rate for this program.
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TO: Dr. Ron Walcott, Dean of the Graduate School
Fiona Liken, Associate Vice President for I

FROM: Dr. Stacey Neuharth-Pritchett, Senior A.73 Academié Programs

DATE: February 24, 2025

RE: Termination of the Areas of Emphasis under the MAT in Middle Grades
Education

Please find attached a proposal to terminate the areas of emphasis under the MAT in Middle
Grades Education. The College of Education’s Curriculum Committee approved this
proposal on February 21, 2025.

An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution



PROPOSAL FOR TERMINATION OF AN AREA OF EMPHASIS

Date: January 31. 2025

School/College: Mary Frances Early College of Education

Department/Division: _Educational Theory and Practice

Area of emphasis to be terminated:

Mathematics and Language Arts (MALA)
Mathematics and Science (MASC)
Mathematics and Social Studies (MSST)
Science and Language Arts (SCLA)
Social Studies and Language Arts (SSLA)
Social Studies and Science (STSC)

Major(s) and degree(s) the area of emphasis is offered under? Master of Arts in Teaching in Middle
Grades Education (MAT)

Which campus(es) offer this area of emphasis? Athens, Online

Proposed effective date: _ Summer 2025

Last date students will be admitted to this area of emphasis: Summer 2024

Last date students will complete this area of emphasis: ______May 2026

Program Abstract:
Provide a brief summary of the area of emphasis being proposed for termination.

The Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) in Middle Grades Education leads to initial certification for
students who hold undergraduate degrees in other fields and who do not hold a teacher certification. The
curriculum includes required courses and applied research individualized to the student’s teaching interests
in English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, or Social Studies, allowing students to gain advanced
content knowledge and pedagogical skills in educating young adolescents.

Our state approval body, the Georgia Professional Standards Commission, now requires that candidates in
the program choose one area of specialization (i.e., English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, or Social
Studies). This degree is offered at the graduate level and there are numerous courses to satisfy this content
specialization requirement. A recent proposal to move this degree online and streamline the number of
credits within the program to meet Board of Regents expectations for the number of credits within master’s
programs allows for a clear understanding of the specific content that the candidate will pursue. Therefore,
it is no longer necessary to codify the specific areas of emphasis. In the revised program of study, the
candidates will take three courses in one of the content areas (English/Language Arts, Mathematics,
Science, or Social Studies) based on consultation with their advisor.

1. Why is this area of emphasis being proposed for termination?

These areas of emphasis are no longer necessary to codify in the student’s record. The completion of three
courses with English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, or Social Studies will be clear on the

transcript.



2. What will be done to ensure that termination of the area of emphasis does not weaken the major(s)
under which it is offered?

Not applicable. This designation was a coding need when two areas of emphasis were required. This is no
longer necessary.

3. How will faculty and staff be notified of the termination? Will termination of the area of emphasis
have any impact on the faculty and staff offering the area of emphasis?

Not applicable. Students will complete three courses within a specific content area. This is the same level of
engagement from faculty partners who teach this content.

4. How will students be notified of the termination? How will students currently in the area of
emphasis be advised to complete the requirements?

Students in the Fall 2024-Spring 2026 cohort, will maintain their areas of emphasis. Students who begin in
Summer 2025 will no longer have an area of emphasis codified.

5. What plans, if any, are there for subsequent reactivation of the area of emphasis?

No plans as of now. This change is a result of a state agency change. It is not possible to predict if the state
agency will reverse course. If so, we will reapply for the required changes (i.¢., areas of emphasis) as noted in
the rule changes from the state agency.

6. Provide a revised program of study/Bulletin layout of the major’s requirements once the area of
emphasis has been removed.

+ EDMG 7010E, Community Contexts in Middle Grades Education (3)

+« EDMG 7020E, Educating Young Adolescents (3)

+ EDMG 7035E, The Middle Grades Curriculum (3)

EDMG 7040E, Teaching in the Middle Grades (3)

LLED 6060E, Content Area Literacies (3)

EDSE 6030E, Inclusion of Students with Special Needs: Grades 6-12 (3)
ETAP 7610E, Classroom Management in Culturally Responsive Classrooms (3)
LLED 7630E, ESOL Grades P-12 (3)

Area of Emphasis Course 1 (3)

» Area of Emphasis Course 2 (3)

¢ Area of Emphasis Course 3 (3)

« EDMG 7020L, Educating Young Adolescents Laboratory (1)

« EDMG 7035L, Middle Grades Curriculum Laboratory (1-3)

¢ EDMG 7460, Student Teaching in the Middle Grades (1-3)

. ® ® @

Approvals:

@4%/' dinue Q. Yoangtn

Department Head Dean of School/College Dean of Graduate School
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Office of Academic Programs

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Dr. Ron Walcott, Dean of the Graduate School

Fiona Liken, Associate Vice President fo ction and Registrar

Dr. Stacey Neuharth-Pritchett, Seni for Academic Programs
February 24, 2025

Termination of the Interdisciplinary Certificate in Creativity and Innovation
Graduate Certificate

Please find attached a proposal to terminate the Interdisciplinary Certificate in Creativity

and Innovation Graduate Certificate. The College of Education’s Curriculum Committee

approved this proposal on February 21, 2025.

An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution



PROPOSAL FOR DEACTIVATION OR TERMINATION OF AN ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Date: January 13, 2025

School/College; Mary Frances Early College of Education

Department/Division: Educational Psychology

Program (Major and Degree): Interdisciplinary Certificate in Creativity and Innovation

Which campus(es) offer this program? Athens

Deactivation or Termination? Termination

Proposed Effective Date: Summer 2025

Last date students will be admitted to this program: August 1, 2024
Last date students will graduate from this program: Spring 2026

Program Abstract:

The Interdisciplinary Certificate in Creativity and Innovation program, administered by the Mary Frances Early
College of Education’s Department of Educational Psychology, offers a collaborative pedagogical program that
showcases academic and professional expertise from a wide range of departments across UGA colleges.

Rapid advancements across all spheres of human endeavor characterize daily reality today. This situation renders it
both beneficial and necessary to learn and to apply mental skillsets conducive to the generation of alternative
solutions and new ideas. Breaking established pathways in charting a course through the unfamiliar necessitates
creativity, innovation, imagination, and invention. This certificate program enhances a student’s ability to consider
multiple perspectives, seck novel approaches, and integrate knowledge across domains to develop original and
valuable insights.

By bringing departments and disciplines together under the umbrella of one program, this certificate gives students
added expertise and an advantage when applying for jobs. With this certificate, students learn strategies for
innovation that enhance their creative potential—a skill employers seek. This unique collaboration brings together
multiple colleges, campus units, and faculty with the interest of promoting creativity and innovation. For example, if
an art student wants access to courses on entrepreneurship in the MBA program, this certificate program helps with
unconventional yet practical and creative endeavors. This certificate is open to current graduate students.

1. State the reasons for terminating the program, and provide copies of any relevant documents.

This proposal is to terminate the Interdisciplinary Certificate in Creativity and Innovation. This program
was deactivated in Spring 2019 and reactivated in Fall 2021. Although program coordinators worked
diligently to address low enrollments and logistical challenges by providing options to increase
enrollment, such as ensuring the regularity of course offerings and conducting specific marketing
campaigns for the certificate, interest has not increased. Therefore, the faculty would like to terminate the
certificate.

2. What will be done to minimize the impact of the termination of the program upon the personal and
professional lives of the faculty and staff involved? Include specific information on: a) how faculty
and staff will be notified of the termination, and b) how faculty and staff will be reallocated.

Only one student remains in the certificate and will complete the program of study by Spring 2026. The
faculty will work to see that this student can complete the certificate program. Faculty involved in the
certificate also administer master’s, specialist, and doctoral programs; closure of this certificate will allow
the faculty to have additional time to staff their graduate programs. Our recent PRAC review from the



university recommended the program’s closure based on low enrollment statistics. Specifically, in the last
three spring terms (2022-2024), there were 2, 4, and 2 students enrolled, respectively.

3. What will be done to insure that termination of the program does not weaken other programs
(graduate, undergraduate, or professional) for which the department may be responsible?

Faculty administer master’s, specialist, and doctoral programs. The closure of this certificate will allow
them additional time to staff their graduate programs.

WM denae 4 aanglu,

Department Head Dean of School/College Dean of Graduate School



Cumulative Grade Point Average Requirement

Existing policy:

To be eligible for admission to candidacy and graduation, a student must maintain an average of 3.0
(B) grade point average (GPA) both on the graduate transcript and on all courses on the program of
study. No grade below C (2.0) will be accepted as part of a program of study for a graduate degree.

When a graduate course is repeated, the last grade received will be used in calculating the
cumulative graduate average that is used for probation, dismissal, admission to candidacy, and
graduation.

Students will not be approved for graduation if they have a grade of | or ER which, when changed to

arecorded grade, could cause the graduate grade point average to fall below the minimum required
for graduation.

Proposed policy:

All graduate students (degree-seeking and non-degree seeking) must maintain an average of 3.0 (B)
grade point average (GPA) both on the graduate transcript and on all courses on the program of
study to remain in good academic standing (see Probation & Dismissal policy). No grade below C
(2.0) will be accepted as part of a program of study for a graduate degree. In addition, degree-
seeking students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher to be eligible for admission to
candidacy and graduation.

When a graduate course is repeated, the last grade received will be used in calculating the
cumulative graduate average that is used for probation, dismissal, admission to candidacy, and
graduation.

Students will not be approved for graduation if they have a grade of | or ER which, when changed to
arecorded grade, could cause the graduate grade point average to fall below the minimum required
for graduation.



Application Requirements (English Proficiency)

Summary: these proposed revisions remove the two-year limit on previous degrees earned in
countries where English is the primary language and add a note that TA policies may differ from
Graduate School policies.

Current policy (section 5a):

Applicants who have received degrees from non-U.S. accredited institutions in countries where
English is not the primary/official language are required to demonstrate English proficiency.
Applicants must submit scores on the TOEFL (minimum overall score of 80 with at least 20 on
speaking and writing) or IELTS (minimum overall band-width of 6.5, with no single band score below
6.0), or complete Level 6 of the UGA Intensive English Program.

i. Ifan applicant received their previous degree more than two years prior to
application to the Graduate School and has been residing/working in a country
where the primary language is not English, he or she must submit current scores.

ii. Students who are currently enrolled and have been enrolled at least one year at a
regionally accredited U.S. institution, may have the English language proficiency
requirement waived if their work shows a strong quality of performance.

iii. Some departments may require the TOEFL or IELTS regardless of previous
educational experience.

Proposed policy:

Applicants who have received degrees from non-U.S. accredited institutions in countries where
English is not the primary/official language are required to demonstrate English proficiency.
Applicants must submit scores on the TOEFL (minimum overall score of 80 with at least 20 on
speaking and writing) or IELTS (minimum overall band-width of 6.5, with no single band score below
6.0), or complete Level 6 of the UGA Intensive English Program.

i. Applicants who have received degrees from accredited institutions in the US or from
institutions in countries where English is the primary language are not required to
submit the TOEFL or IELTS.

ii. Students who are currently enrolled and have been enrolled at least one year at a
regionally accredited U.S. institution, may have the English language proficiency
requirement waived if their work shows a strong quality of performance.

iii. Students who may seek a teaching assistantship while enrolled student must follow
UGA TA Policy which has specific requirements for demonstrating English
proficiency in order to be eligible to teach or assist with instruction. In addition,
some graduate programs may require the TOEFL or IELTS regardless of previous
educational experience.


https://policy.uga.edu/policies/#/programs/B1I7ADT-a?bc=true&bcCurrent=Application%20Requirements&bcGroup=Admissions&bcItemType=programs
https://policy.uga.edu/policies/#/programs/SJXM8m9I6?bc=true&bcCurrent=UGA%20Graduate%20Teaching%20Assistants%20Policy&bcGroup=Instructor%20of%20Record%20Credentialing&bcItemType=programs

