
 

 

 
 

Graduate Council Meeting 
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 

 (The Bylaws prohibit representation by proxy.) 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 
I. Reading, Correction and Approval of Minutes 

(January 15, 2025) 
 

II. Graduate Council Committee Reports 
 
A. Appeals Committee 

Committee Report (AnnaMarie Conner) 
 

B. Program Committee 
Committee Report (George Vellidis) 
 
Since the last meeting of the Graduate Council, the Program Committee has 
reviewed and approved four proposals via Microsoft Teams.  The Program 
Committee would like to bring the following action items to the Graduate Council 
for its approval. 

Action Item 1: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to 
change the name of the Area of Emphasis under the Special Education M.A.T. and 
M.Ed. from Special Education Adapted Curriculum and Autism to Adapted 
Curriculum and Autism. 

Action Item 2: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to 
offer the English Education (M.A.T.) online. 

Action Item 3: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to 
terminate the Areas of Emphasis under the M.A.T. in Middle Grades Education. 

Action Item 4: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to 
terminate the interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate in Creativity and Innovation. 

C. Policy and Planning Committee 
Committee Report (Kelly Dyer) 

Action Item 1: A proposed revision to the Cumulative Grade Point Average 
requirement to clarify the policy for both degree-seeking and non-degree-seeking 
graduate students. 

Action Item 2: A proposed revision to the English proficiency test requirement time 
limits. 

 



 

 

 

III. Information Items  
 

A. Curriculum Report: Since our last meeting, the Graduate School has approved 31 
new courses, 29 course revisions, and 0 deletions.  
 

B. Next meeting: Wednesday, April 9, 3:30pm, 327 Brooks Hall 
 

IV. Adjourn 
 



ACADEMIC PROGRAM NAME CHANGE JUSTIFICATION FORM 

Date: January 14, 2025 

Department/Division: Communication Sciences and Special Education 

School/College/Unit: Mary Frances Early College of Education 

Proposed Effective Date: Summer 2025 
 
Program (Major and Degree): Special Education (M.A.T.) 
                 Special Education (M.Ed.) 

PROGRAM NAME CHANGES: 

Current Program Name:  
Area of Emphasis in Special Education Adapted Curriculum and Autism 

Proposed Program Name:  
Area of Emphasis in Adapted Curriculum and Autism      
 

JUSTIFICATION:  

The department requests this change to remove duplicated information in the program name. Specifically, 
part of the Area of Emphasis name is included in the degree names, Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) 
in Special Education and Master of Education (M.Ed.) in Special Education. For the Area of Emphasis 
that falls under the M.A.T. and M.Ed. degrees in Special Education, the name should be “Adapted 
Curriculum and Autism.” This naming is consistent with the Georgia Professional Standards 
Commission’s certification area. The addition of “and Autism” reflects a particular disability which is a 
focus of the faculty in this preparation program and a primary category of disability that teachers support 
with this credential.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



























Cumulative Grade Point Average Requirement 
 

 
Existing policy: 

To be eligible for admission to candidacy and graduation, a student must maintain an average of 3.0 
(B) grade point average (GPA) both on the graduate transcript and on all courses on the program of 
study. No grade below C (2.0) will be accepted as part of a program of study for a graduate degree. 

 
When a graduate course is repeated, the last grade received will be used in calculating the 
cumulative graduate average that is used for probation, dismissal, admission to candidacy, and 
graduation. 

 
Students will not be approved for graduation if they have a grade of I or ER which, when changed to 
a recorded grade, could cause the graduate grade point average to fall below the minimum required 
for graduation. 

 
 

 
Proposed policy: 
 
All graduate students (degree-seeking and non-degree seeking) must maintain an average of 3.0 (B) 
grade point average (GPA) both on the graduate transcript and on all courses on the program of 
study to remain in good academic standing (see Probation & Dismissal policy). No grade below C 
(2.0) will be accepted as part of a program of study for a graduate degree. In addition, degree- 
seeking students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher to be eligible for admission to 
candidacy and graduation. 

 
When a graduate course is repeated, the last grade received will be used in calculating the 
cumulative graduate average that is used for probation, dismissal, admission to candidacy, and 
graduation. 

 
Students will not be approved for graduation if they have a grade of I or ER which, when changed to 
a recorded grade, could cause the graduate grade point average to fall below the minimum required 
for graduation. 



Application Requirements (English Proficiency) 

Summary: these proposed revisions remove the two-year limit on previous degrees earned in 
countries where English is the primary language and add a note that TA policies may differ from 
Graduate School policies. 

Current policy (section 5a):  

Applicants who have received degrees from non-U.S. accredited institutions in countries where 
English is not the primary/official language are required to demonstrate English proficiency. 
Applicants must submit scores on the TOEFL (minimum overall score of 80 with at least 20 on 
speaking and writing) or IELTS (minimum overall band-width of 6.5, with no single band score below 
6.0), or complete Level 6 of the UGA Intensive English Program. 

i. If an applicant received their previous degree more than two years prior to 
application to the Graduate School and has been residing/working in a country 
where the primary language is not English, he or she must submit current scores. 

ii. Students who are currently enrolled and have been enrolled at least one year at a 
regionally accredited U.S. institution, may have the English language proficiency 
requirement waived if their work shows a strong quality of performance. 

iii. Some departments may require the TOEFL or IELTS regardless of previous 
educational experience. 

  

Proposed policy: 

Applicants who have received degrees from non-U.S. accredited institutions in countries where 
English is not the primary/official language are required to demonstrate English proficiency. 
Applicants must submit scores on the TOEFL (minimum overall score of 80 with at least 20 on 
speaking and writing) or IELTS (minimum overall band-width of 6.5, with no single band score below 
6.0), or complete Level 6 of the UGA Intensive English Program. 

i. Applicants who have received degrees from accredited institutions in the US or from 
institutions in countries where English is the primary language are not required to 
submit the TOEFL or IELTS. 

ii. Students who are currently enrolled and have been enrolled at least one year at a 
regionally accredited U.S. institution, may have the English language proficiency 
requirement waived if their work shows a strong quality of performance. 

iii. Students who may seek a teaching assistantship while enrolled student must follow 
UGA TA Policy which has specific requirements for demonstrating English 
proficiency in order to be eligible to teach or assist with instruction. In addition, 
some graduate programs may require the TOEFL or IELTS regardless of previous 
educational experience. 

 

https://policy.uga.edu/policies/#/programs/B1I7ADT-a?bc=true&bcCurrent=Application%20Requirements&bcGroup=Admissions&bcItemType=programs
https://policy.uga.edu/policies/#/programs/SJXM8m9I6?bc=true&bcCurrent=UGA%20Graduate%20Teaching%20Assistants%20Policy&bcGroup=Instructor%20of%20Record%20Credentialing&bcItemType=programs

