
    
MINUTES 

 MEETING OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL 
  
 
 
The Graduate Council met on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 3:30 p.m. in 327 Brooks Hall. 
 
Members present: Mary Ager, Melinda Brindley, Ted Christensen, Jim Conklin, AnnaMarie Conner, 
Kelly Dyer, Kerstin Emerson, Rebecca Matthew, Jeff Mullen, Priya Narayanan, Don Nelson, Craig 
Osenberg, Yoo-Kyoung Seock, Alison Smith, Amy Stich, Kathy Thompson, and George Vellidis. 
Graduate Student Association: Oliver Levine and Will Walker. Graduate School: Ron Walcott, Cheri 
Bliss, and Robin Bingham.  
 
Members absent: John Bray, Luis Correa-Diaz, Jaivime Evaristo, Janette Hill, Alexa Lamm, Sheba 
Mohankumar, Laura Rider, Geoffrey Sheagley, Kenan Song, and Bart Wojdynski. GSA: Uyi Ugiagbe. 
 
VP/Dean Ron Walcott called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  
 
The minutes from March 12, 2025, were approved. 
 
 
Graduate Council Committee Reports and Action Items 
 
A.  Administrative Committee  
 Ron Walcott, Ex Officio Member 

No business to report. 
 
B. Appeals Committee 
 AnnaMarie Conner, Chair 

 
Since the last report to the Graduate Council, the Appeals Committee has met once. On 
March 25, 2025, the Appeals Committee heard a grade appeal. Committee members present 
were AnnaMarie Conner (Chair), Oliver Levine, Craig Osenberg, Laura Rider, and Kerstin 
Emerson. Anne Shaffer and Jamie Smith from the Graduate School were present. The 
committee voted to approve the appeal. 
  

C. Program Committee 
 George Vellidis, Chair 

 
Since the last meeting of the Graduate Council, the Program Committee has reviewed and 
approved eight proposals via Microsoft Teams.  The Program Committee would like to bring the 
following action items to the Graduate Council for its approval. 

Action Item 1: From the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, a proposal to offer 
a new Ph.D. in Integrative Agricultural Sciences. Approved 16-0-1 

Action Item 2a: From the Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, a proposal to add a non-thesis 
track to the existing Biochemistry and Molecular Biology M.S. degree. Approved 18-0-0 

Action Item 2b: From the Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, a proposal to offer an Area of 
Emphasis in Therapeutics Discovery under the Biochemistry and Molecular Biology M.S., non-
thesis degree (proposed above, 2a). Approved 18-0-0 



Action Item 3: From the College of Pharmacy, a proposal to offer a new Area of Emphasis in 
Clinical Trials Management under the dual Pharm.D./M.S. degree. Approved 19-0-0  

Action Item 4: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to move the 
graduate certificate in Financial Literacy to the College of Family and Consumer Sciences. 
Approved 18-0-1 

Action Item 5: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to terminate the 
areas of emphasis under the M.Ed. degree in Middle Grades Education. Approved 18-0-1 

Action Item 6: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to terminate the 
Ed.D. in Music Education. Approved 19-0-0 

Action Item 7: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to terminate the 
M.Ed. in Reading Education on the Athens Campus. Approved 19-0-0 

Action Item 8: From the Mary Frances Early College of Education, a proposal to offer the existing 
M.Ed. in Social Studies Education online. Approved 19-0-0 

 
D. Policy and Planning Committee 
 Kelly Dyer, Chair 

 
Since the last meeting of the Graduate Council, PPC has met once on April 4, 2025. Committee 
members present were Kelly Dyer (Chair), John Bray, Alexa Lamm, Sheba Mohankumar, 
Geoffrey Sheagley, Kathy Thompson, Will Walker, and Bart Wojdynski. The committee would 
like to bring the following action item to the Graduate Council.  

Action Item 1: A proposed revision to the authorship policy. Approved 19-0-0 

Information Items 
 
A. Curriculum Report: Since our last meeting, the Graduate School has approved 17 new courses, 164 

course revisions, and 0 deletions. 
 

B. Called item: Discussion of SEVIS terminations and effect on international graduate students. 
 
C. Next meeting: Fall 2025, TBD 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 


